
SAN DIEGO 
FIRE-RESCUE DEPARTMENT

TRAINING AND EDUCATION DIVISION

Vehicle Incidents (Accidents)



What is an Incident?

Incident(s)-Include any of the following that results in actual or alleged 
property damage, and injury or death associated with the operation or 
placement of any vehicle/industrial equipment owned, leased, rented, or 
borrowed by the City, or similar events involving POVs utilized to conduct City 
business:
• Vehicle collisions
• Incidents involving moving and stationary industrial equipment, and 

stationary vehicles
• Equipment malfunctions
• Unintentional acts, such as trees falling or acts of nature.



Type of Incident

a. Vehicle Collision- when a vehicle in motion strikes, collides, or has any 
contact with anything and results in actual of alleged property damage, 
injury or death and is directly attributable to the movement of the vehicle 
or parts of the vehicle.

b. Industrial Incident- ex. Aerial ladder, forklift. 
c. No Vehicle/Industrial Incident Non-Preventable- ex. Potholes, road 

debris, act of nature, faulty equipment
d. No Vehicle/Industrial Incident Preventable – damage results from the 

negligent actions of the operator of, person in control of, or person 
responsible for city equipment. Ex opening doors, dropping equipment, 
etc. which cause damage and/or injury



Preventable Accidents

Category 1
• Misjudgment of clearance
• Failure to drive defensively
• Failed to prepare the vehicle/industrial equipment properly
Category 2
• Employee was negligent and/or violated rules, policies or 

procedures
Category 3
• Employee flagrantly or willfully disregarded safety or law
Category 4
• Under the influence of alcohol/drugs in violation of AR 

97.00(Subatance Abuse Policy) and or CVC/Fed DOT 
regulations.



Examples of Discipline
LCFYP = Last Consecutive Five Year Period



Training Incident?

Exceptions for Training and Testing Incidents. Employees during authorized 
training programs and testing situations, remain responsible for the 
consequences of their actions and must follow proper reporting procedures. 
The incidents occurring under the conditions indicated below may be deemed 
Non-Preventalble if pre-authorized by the Department as a training or testing 
exercise:

a. A driver is in a controlled and supervised training environment; 
and/or
b . A driver is testing new equipment under direct supervision.

Review AR 75.12 for detailed information on Incidents.



Emergency Vehicle Accidents



FY22 SDFRD Accidents

Preventable 29
Code 3 6
Backing 24
Parked 14



Accident Trends

Overwhelmingly:

Non-Emergency

Misjudgment Of Clearance(mostly on the Captain 
side of apparatus or vehicle)

and BACKING!



Detroit – Overhead Clearance



Detroit – Overhead Clearance



Detroit – Overhead Clearance



Detroit – Overhead Clearance



Recent Vehicle Accidents



Recent Vehicle Accidents



Recent Vehicle Accidents



Vehicle Accidents & Proper 
Documentation 

Post accident procedures

Inform Metro on the radio administration channel (7A).

1. Nature of accident, (injury or non-injury.)
2. Equipment involved and apparatus number.
3. Exact location.
4. Type of assistance needed, (ambulance, tow truck)
5. Extent of damage.
6. Metro will then make the required notifications and or requests   



Vehicle Accidents and Proper 
Documentation 
• KEY POINTS

• If the accident involves a civilian vehicle or private property, SDPD 
must be notified and must respond to take a report. You must stay at 
the scene of the accident until SDPD has completed their 
investigation or you are released.

• Do not move any vehicles unless it is a traffic hazard or until SDPD 
tells you to do so. 

• Do not discuss the accident with anyone except SDPD, Risk 
Management or SDFD officials.



Vehicle Accidents and Proper 
Documentation 

Request or confirm that a SDFD Battalion Chief or 
Ambulance Provider supervisor is in route to take 
photos.

You can render aid, however another first responder 
WILL be called to evaluate/AMA the other vehicle(s).



Vehicle Accidents and Proper 
Documentation 
• REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

The required accident forms are located in the “green” FD-
8, Vehicle Accident Package.  Each SDFRD apparatus should 
have a small supply of the FD-8, Vehicle Accident Package; 
accident processing instructions are printed on the envelope.

The vehicle driver/operator must complete the CD-1551 –
Employee Vehicle/Industrial Incident Damage Report.

All that may have contributed to an incident, must 
complete a separate CD-1551 i.e.,  Backers, spotters, etc.



Vehicle Accidents and Proper 
Documentation 
• The driver/operator's immediate supervisor must complete 

the CD-1555 – Supervisors Vehicle/Industrial Incident  
Investigation Report. Supervisors are reminded to review all 
documents submitted to ensure that all forms are properly 
completed and legibly signed. 

• Submit all forms into immediate supervisor by the end of 
shift via email. Make sure to sign/date documents, sketch 
drawing of incident. 

• BC’s should gather forms, review, email and deliver to PSU 
for processing.



Vehicle Accidents and Proper 
Documentation 

• For an overview of Accidents and the Accident 
Review Process refer to the 
• Operations Manual, Standard Instruction 02, sec. 22, 
• Standard Instructions 05, Section 8
• AR-75.12 & AR-75.50

• Any questions should be directed to the Driver 
Training Officer, (619) 692-4981.



City of San Diego Accident Report 
Envelope FD-8



CD 1551 Employee Incident Report



CD 1555 Supervisors Report



ACCIDENTS IN THE NEWS



Engine 15 vs. Auto



Engine 15 vs. Auto
• This lawsuit arises from a fire truck vs. auto accident on May 

4, 1996 at approximately 2130 hours at the Intersection of 
Sunset Cliffs Boulevard and Westbound interstate 8 off-
ramp in the City of San Diego. 

• The plaintiff was a restrained driver. 

• At the time of the accident the plaintiff was 22 years of age 
and suffered the following injuries:



Engine 15 vs. Auto
1, Left Zygomatic Fracture
2. Bilateral Maxillary Fractures
3. Neck Abrasion
4. Multiple Facial Abrasions
5. Chin Abrasion
6. Left Midshaft Clavicular Fracture
7. Left Distal Humeral Fracture
8. Basilar Fracture
9. 9.Left Lateral Tibial Plateau 

Fracture
10. Right Midshaft Femur Fracture
11. Right Foot Metatarsal Fractures 

#2 – 4
12. Hematoma Left Knee
13. Femoral Vein Thrombosis

14. Left Radial Nerve Defect
15. Missing Tooth # 8; #26 Tooth Broken
16. Multiple Glass Fragments Over Pelvis
17. Vertical Fracture Through Left Sacrum
18. Fractures In The Parasymphysis and 

Inferior Pubic Rami
19. Diastasis Right Sacroiliac Joint, 

Anteriorly
20. Multiple Glass Fragments Over Left 

Femur & Soft Tissue
21. Fracture Through Nasal Bones
22. Fracture Lateral Wall Left Orbit
23. Fractured Vomer
24. Multiple Lacerations Over Left 

Shoulder



Engine 15 vs. Auto



Engine 15 vs. Auto

Engine 15 vs. Auto

THE ENGINE 15 ACCIDENT WAS RULED “NON 
PREVENTABLE” BY THE ACCIDENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE

THE CITY WAS SUED AND PAID $1.1 MILLION 
DOLLARS.



Misjudgment of clearance



BR 34 Drove out with the door open. 

Failure to Secure Equipment



E3 exiting the station on a response, Code 3 right of way??

Failure to Yield



T45 entering a parking lot, angle of approach??

Misjudgment of Clearance



Misjudgment of Clearance



Truck 10 Dragged the back exiting a dip, angle of Departure??

Misjudgment of Clearance



https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/city-pays-900k-to-woman-injured-in-collision-with-
sdfd-engine/2620863/

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/city-pays-900k-to-woman-injured-in-collision-with-sdfd-engine/2620863/


Don’t give a statement to police until after the patients are 
transported and you’ve had time to process the accident.  

Clear all lanes of Traffic while traveling Code 3.



E32 Rolled away, ratcheting brakes??

Mechanical Mishaps



E8 backing in, the door drifted slightly,  Low clearance??

Mechanical Mishaps



SDFRD Policy

• Regarding accidents in which there is minor damage 
incurred during an emergency response (and the 
apparatus can still respond), follow this procedure:  

• If accident is minor and is possibly your fault, stop 
and exchange information, if the other party is 
available, or drop off one employee and proceed 
to the emergency.  When emergency is terminated, 
return to the scene of the accident and complete 
necessary business.



THE END
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