
BULLETIN            
 
NO.:  21-078        
 
DATE:  May 24, 2021     
 
TO:  All Personnel     
 
FROM:  David Picone, Battalion Chief, Health and Safety Officer 
   
SUBJECT: Tailboard Safety - Natural Gas Incident Safe Practices 
 
 
The attached Tailboard Safety addresses Natural gas leak “broken and blowing" incidents 
that are both common and potentially dangerous. 
 
The goal of the Occupational Health & Safety Committee (OHSC) is to make these messages 
easily accessible to the crews and relevant to the time of year, as well as to individual safety 
concerns identified by training, administration and/or current events.  
 
The attached Tailboard will be placed in the 3rd Quarter 

• All other prior Tailboards can be found on Target Solutions @ 
o Logged in: Use the following link !Safety Communications folder 

▪ File Path: San Diego Fire Rescue Department's Files > Health & Safety > 
!Safety Communications 

• Tailboard Table of contents (attached) 
 
 
Supervisors of all Fire-Rescue Divisions are to select a Tailboard Safety Message and discuss 
it with their personnel. 

• Fire Operations:  
o During the morning meeting of the division’s ‘first-day’ back (twice monthly) 

• All other divisions 
o One topic monthly to review with staff 
o One (different topic) monthly to post at all site locations 

• Please review this as a crew 
o Supervisors have the ability to add their crew members for assignment 

completion on all Health & Safety material 
 
Any questions should be directed through the chain of command. 

• Refer to SDFD Operations Manual 
o SI 10 Section 04 Safety Communications 

 
If you have an idea for a new Tailboard Safety Message contact the Health and Safety Office. 
 
 
 
Please contact the Health and Safety Office at SDFDHealth&Safety@sandiego.gov with 
comments or areas of improvement. For all other questions contact HSO/Battalion Chief 
David Picone at 619.533.4466 or dpicone@sandiego.gov 
 
Wellness Resources link: “Promoting Safe and Healthy Lives”  or call 833-SDFD-HSO 
 password - support 

https://app.targetsolutions.com/tsapp/dashboard/pl_fb/index.cfm?fuseaction=c_pro_documents.documents&showRegular=false&doc_folder_id=113941
mailto:SDFDHealth&Safety@sandiego.gov
mailto:dpicone@sandiego.gov
https://www.sandiego.gov/fd-pd-wellness
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Topic:                  Natural Gas Incident Safe Practices 

Background:  
 
Natural gas leak broken and blowing incidents that are both common and potentially dangerous. Natural 
gas is comprised primarily of methane and is odorized with mercaptan. It is also invisible, lighter than air 
and has an explosive range of approximately five to fifteen percent. Be aware that crews can become 
desensitized to the odor of mercaptan due to lengthy exposure and that mercaptan can be leaked out of the 
Natural Gas if it travels up through soil on from broken, buried gas lines.   

Proper procedures at a broken gas line include: 
1. Crews are never to utilize redwood plugs or similar objects 

to try and plug a leak nor attempt to crimp/clamp gas lines 
2. Attempting to isolate the gas leak by shutting the gas meter 

or appliance valve 

As natural gas travels under pressure through pipes, it can build 
static electricity. When a “grounding opportunity” is found, this 
can introduce a spark for ignition. These techniques do not control 
static electricity and can result in an ignition. They can also 
damage or split the polypropylene pipes (further complicating 
control efforts). If crews cannot turn off the gas, isolating the area, 
setting up an exposure line, calling for a SDGE Control Crew and air 
monitoring utilizing a 4-gas meter are appropriate measures.  

Do not get complacent on these incidents. 
 
Below is a short video that clearly illustrates the explosive power and flammability of natural gas or 
methane.  
 
References: 
YouTube: 

• Traffic camera captures Dubuque house explosion from gas leak 
 
Target solutions: 

• Logged in: 
o SDFD Operations Manual SI02, Sec34 Special Operations: Natural Gas Emergencies 
o File Path: 

▪ San Diego Fire Rescue Department's Files > Admin Resources-Manuals-Department 
Communications > Manuals & Guides > SDFD Operations Manual > Ops Manual SI 02: 
SPECIALIZED RESPONSE GUIDELINES 

mailto:SDFDHEALTH&SAFETY@SANDIEGO.GOV
https://www.sandiego.gov/fd-pd-wellness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=MlVPANBYuog
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tsresources.targetsolutions.com/11FDB24C-14D9-B202-E731-EBC3578DE10B.pdf
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